TO EUROPE                             187

sea air at once had its usual good effect. Office work was
resumed, and by the time Marseilles was reached, His
Highness was more like his normal self. The tour was
very much on the old plan, but there were new sights to
be seen, and new experiences to be gained. Baroda was
never far from the Maharaja's thoughts, and the chronicler
of this tour records with chagrin how at the most exciting
period of the tennis tournament at Evian les Bains he
was called upon to pace up and down behind the rows of
eager spectators while the Maharaja delivered a disserta-
tion on the 'methods of administration and general
Statecraft'. The experience was by no means unique. At
all kinds of odd moments, at the theatre, or the races, in the
middle of the night, or in the course of an interesting
conversation a thought will strike the Maharaja, and out
comes the note-book which the A.D.C. or other officer
in attendance is expected to carry. 'Rarely', says the report,
cdoes he fail to visit an institution which is likely to teach
him something new/ Thus it was that on this tour he
visited the Pasteur Institute in Paris, where the original
instruments used by Pasteur are kept; and even more
instructive was the Railway Colony at Tergnier, a French
effort, like that of Messrs. Lever and others in England,
to bridge the gulf which separates employers and em-
ployed. The Railway Colony of Baroda, which provides
quarters for officers and staff, and has a recreation club
of its own, is the outcome of the Maharaja's observation,
if not at Tergnier, then during his many tours in European
lands.

India was now calling, and the stay in Paris, where the
Maharaja entertained Lord and Lady Crewe, and was
entertained by them in turn, was meant to be the last. But
Fate and the doctors willed otherwise. Fate and the
doctors proved to be right, and the prolonged stay in
Europe procured freedom from the old enemy for many